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chemistry will find the book a most instructive and suggestive
one.

In matters of detail some criticisms will occur to the reader.
For example, the quantitative experiments on the composition
of water and on the weight of hydrogen displaced by a given
weight of magnesium give, in the hands of beginners, results so
inaccurate that their usefulness is thereby largely destroved.
Again it is unfortunate that arbitrary words like hydrogenion,
cupricion, and leadion should be employed when a logical system
like Walker’s is already in use by chemists. But these details
do not materially obscure the very prorounced merits of tte
book. A S
THE CHEMISTRY OF PAINTS AND PAINT VEHICLES., By CLARE H. HALL,

B.S. New York: D. Van Nostrand Co. 1906. 134 pp. Price, $2.00.

This is a book written by a chemist engaged in tke manu-
facture of paints and colors, and gives what, in the judgment of
the author, are the best methods for determining the various
substances which practically cecur in ordinary paints.  As a rule
only one methed is given for each substance, and a geod working
knowledge of analytical methods is assumed. The book would be
better if more details were given, or if there were references to
standard works; but on the whole it may be said that the book
is useful, indeed valuable, to any one engaged in such work.
Probablv any other chemist will believe some method not given
here better than the one given; but by being rigidly confined to
one method for each substance, the book is made compact and
intelligible. In the judgment of the reviewer, some valuable
methods are omitted, e. g, Mcllhiney’s method for separating
turpentine, etc., and the use of the polariscope and refractometer
in detecting adulterations in liquids; also Langmuir’s method for
shellac. On the whole, the book is a gced beok and would be
better if there were more of it. The most common failing of the
specialist is that of forgetting that what is well-known to him is
not familiar to his readers ; because no beok is written for specialists
only. A. H. SaBIn,
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